
Behold! The Power of Resurrection Sermon Outline 

1. The resurrection of Jesus is not a new story 

a. When Jesus is found to be alive it is a shock 

i. His followers clearly never expected to see him again 

1. Even with all the teachings of Jesus they were unprepared for 

resurrection 

2. We read of their shock, their wonder, their repentance... 

ii. His executioners clearly thought that they had dealt with the problem 

1. Death for them was a final, life stealing, punishment 

2. They go home with the job done. End of story. Last chapter in the 

life of a deviant. 

3. They were so wrong. 

b. Jesus resurrection doesn't come as a shock to us  

i. Most of us have heard of this miracle from as early as we chasm 

remember - or at least as early as we came to Christ 

1. For us this has become the natural conclusion of the story 

2. We expect resurrection 

ii. But let's imagine we are sitting listening to Peter who delivers this 

beautiful sermon 

1. Peter speaks of the resurrection being the fulfillment of David's 

Psalm  

2. Read psalm 16:8-11 

iii. For Peter in this moment resurrection is neither surprise or expectation  

1. Resurrection is the continuing unfolding of the story of God  

2. It isn't conclusion, it is the turning point of the story when we can 

look back and see how God was preparing for this miracle all 

along, and look forward to seeing how we will live as a people 

transformed by resurrection 

2. Peter is speaking of the future while using the words of the past 

a. He tells the story of Jesus’ life - ties it in with the promises of scripture - all 

because the Spirit of God rests upon him 

i. Peter and the disciples speak to all the people who had shown up in 

Jerusalem that day 

ii. They speak in tongues and everyone understands 

iii. They hear a sound of rushing wind and see  tongues of fire descend upon 

them 

iv. The Holy Spirit has shown up and the story goes on 

b. The coming of the Spirit is now the continuation of the work of God. 

i. Easter season is our time to behold how Jesus is with us and in the life of 

the church 

ii. In the months that followed Jesus’ resurrection- 

1. His followers beheld the truth: that God's work had continued 

through Jesus Christ and was now going to continue through them 

by the work of the Holy Spirit  



2. His executioners beheld: that God's work cannot be stopped even 

in death on the cross 

3. Let Jesus’ resurrection count for something 

a. When the followers of Jesus looked back at scripture they began to see that 

God's work had been leading up to Jesus all along 

i. Jesus has to interpret the Scriptures to the disciples on the road to 

Emmaus 

ii. Peter looks back at David's  Psalm and sees that they are a promise now 

b. Are you looking at your life right now as a continuation of that same story? 

i. Peter and the disciples build the church as a continuation of the story 

ii. The saints who've gone ahead in glory lived as a continuation of the story 

iii. Is that story still in your life as a Christian today?  

1. Is the cross a sign of defeat or a symbol of victory? 

2. Is death the end of the story or the climax that changes everything 

about the story? 

3. Are you still saying “behold, Jesus is in my life always” 


