
Behold! The Gift of Martyrdom 
Turning Point 

1. Act 7 is often viewed as a turning point in Acts 

a. Before: The ministry of the Apostles is focused in and around Jerusalem 

b. After: Followers are sent out into the gentile world 

2. There is a different kind of turning point though 

a. Before: The church is growing, Good News is being spoken—the Promise seems to be 

unfolding—everything is going right for the church 

b. After: Is God really with us if one of our strongest witnesses is killed?—Stephen’s death 

is our reminder that life in service to God asks us to sacrifice 

3. What happened? 

a. Stephen preaches blaspheme 

b. He is stoned to death 

A Witness to God’s Presence 
1. Stephen sees the presence of God 

a. Being filled with the Holy Spirit he gazes into heaven—God’s presence gives Stephen his 

witness 

b. In the midst of torturous death—Stephen lives the promise—The presence of God gives 

way to prayer and prayer gives way to a transformation that makes Stephen more like 

Christ 

2. Stephen’s death mirrors Jesus and that is not a coincidence 

a. Jesus is executed for speaking the truth of God and in his final moments prays for the 

forgiveness of his killers 

b. Stephen is executed for speaking the truth of God and prays for his killers 

c. The presence of God is not an abstract concept, it is the real force that makes us more 

like him 

The Story of Nancy Hawks Lincoln 
1. Nancy contracted milk sickness and as she lay dying told her children ‘be good to one another’ 

2. Sometimes how we die is as important as how we live 

a. Stephen died testifying to the presence of God 

b. His testimony spread like wildfire 

c. What have you done with your testimony? 


