
1. The setting 

a. Jerusalem is filled with people from all over the world 

i. Not just any people - Jewish people 

ii. There heritage may have been Jewish but they were outsiders - they 

don't even speak the common language anymore 

1. They have come to celebrate God's gift of the law 

2. 50 days after the first Passover the Jewish exiles received the 10 

commandments from God, so 50 days after the Passover 

celebration they have come to celebrate this gift of God 

b. Peter has a different gift he wants them to celebrate though  

i. Last week we saw how Peter saw a message concerning Christ in a 

thousand year old psalm 

1. This week we see how he sees a gift from God not as a dusty relic 

of the past, but as a promise for  the present 

2. The gift of the Holy Spirit is the fulfilment of the promise that Christ 

will be with us always 

ii. This gift is wrapped up in a baptismal promise 

1. Way back in Luke ch. 3 we hear a promise that someone is 

coming who will baptize not with water but with fire and the Holy 

Spirit - That promise is fulfilled in this Pentecost miracle 

2. What is baptism?  

a. It was strange, not a washing like ceremonial cleansing but 

rather a gift of redemption given to you 

b. Emphasized by how it's done - you can't baptize yourself, it 

is something done to you just as the grace of God is 

something you don't give to yourself but something offered 

to you by God 

2. Back to that Jewish crowd 

a. They were assimilated by their new lands 

i. The children of Israel have struggled with identity since their birth 

1. Slaves in Egypt 

2. Nomads in wilderness  

3. Tribal confederacy  

4. Divided kingdom 

5. Exiles in Babylon 

6. ECT. 

ii. By the time Jesus came around the Jewish homeland was an idea past 

its time - many Jews lived their whole lives away from their homeland  

1. Just to communicate with this diverse group, the Holy Spirit has to 

pull off a minor miracle of speaking in tongues 

2. Imagine trying to get a group this diverse to agree to anything, 

much less to the saving power of Jesus Christ's redemption 

b. That's what the Spirit does though - brings unity in the middle of chaos 

i. Isn't that the creation story? God inviting unity into the chaos?  



ii. That's what happens here in Jerusalem. God begins to show is how the 

promise of ‘Behold, I will be with you always’ is going to work. The unity of 

God is seeping out into our lives, fulfilling the promise through the 

fellowship of believers 

1. That's why the church is so important, even today 

2. The fellowship is, I believe, God's preferred and God's best way of 

spreading the Good News 

3. And it didn't stop with the Jewish celebrants I  Jerusalem - The 

Book of Acts shows us how God uses the fellowship of the faithful 

to convert Samaritans and Gentiles, Romans and Greeks, people 

of faith and people who are lost - the fellowship becomes God's 

great tool to prove the presence of God  

3. It still works that way today 

a. This church is an outreach of that same fellowship that gathered in Jerusalem 

i. We are the means that God uses to announce to the world that Jesus 

Christ is not only relevant but alive today 

b. Go out today and tell someone that behold Jesus Christ is with you today 


