
Behold: The Power of Belief 
The Real Experience 

1. Nick Stevens 

a. Australian tourist in L.A. 

b. Planned to go to Universal Studios on January 17th, 1994 

c. Universal Studios had an earthquake experience ride 

d. That day there was a real earthquake, a 6.6 on the Richter Scale 

2. Nick Stevens was interviewed 

a. He said that “Now we don’t have to bother to go on the ride” 

b. When you experience the real thing you don’t need the pretend anymore 

3. The description of the early church was the real deal 

a. They experience: 1) worship, 2) meals, and 3) service as a community with a single-

minded focus on becoming closer to Christ 

b. Have you experienced the real deal? 

i. In acts we see how the belief of a few led to many experiencing the real thing 

ii. Does your faith TODAY give you the real thing or are you settling for the 

Universal Studios experience? 

The Real Feeling 
1. The experience of the early church is fueled by a powerful emotional response 

a. There is a communal sense of awe after having experienced: 

i. Jesus’ ascension 

ii. The Pentecost miracle 

iii. The coming of the Holy Spirit 

iv. Peter’s sermon 

v. 3,000 are baptized into the church 

b. Have you felt the awe of belief? 

2. Do we let our feelings about God be known 

a. We live in a culture that often asks us not to have strong feelings about anything—Do 

you feel in awe of God? Better not let anyone know 

b. How can we witness the miracles of God without being in awe of them? The early 

church obviously couldn’t—In fact I think that the spirit of awe inspired all that they did 

c. Spend time being in awe of what God has done 

Belief Shaped the Church 
1. You don’t: 1) devote yourself to the Apostles teachings, 2) break bread with others, 3) pray, 4) 

give & share all that you have, and 4) praise God unless you truly believe in the promise that 

Jesus Christ will be with you in everything 

2. Is you belief in Jesus inspiring you to live radically 

a. To experience your faith 

b. To be in awe of God 


