
 



First United Methodist Church of Lake Luzerne 

The Third Sunday of Advent       Pastor: Casey Bradley 

December 17th, 2017      Accompanist: George VanDusen 

*Those who are able are invited to stand 

-Entering the Courts with Thanksgiving- 

Gathering Prayer (We open our service in this time of silence, you 

may pray the following prayer, or pray as you are personally moved) 

Lord God, as we gather together for worship we 

pray that our senses may come alive with the 

sounds, the sights, the smells, the feelings, and the 

tastes of this season of joy. We pray that our lives 

may be found acceptable, that our worshipping may 

be pleasing, and that our celebrating may embolden 

us to testify to the fullness of your grace. As our 

lives turn towards Christmas, O Lord of joy, we 

pray that we may also turn towards you, knowing 

that you are the fulfillment of our greatest need. 

Amen. 

Choral Introit  

Welcome and Announcements                  Jan 

*Centering Music  Hymnal 206    

         ‘I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light’ 

*Call to Worship 

Leader: Speak with words that are a mystery. God 

was born into the world to fulfill a promise, to 

announce a Kingdom, to proclaim a victory. 



People: We testify in a language that runs deeper 

than words of a God who came from heaven to 

earth to live with us so that we may dwell with 

him. 

L: In this advent of joy tell of the love of God 

through your actions, through your deeds, through 

your lived-out hope in Jesus Christ. 

P: It is in testifying that we celebrate, in sharing 

that we partake in the mystery of Jesus Christ. 

Lighting the Advent Candles 

Time with Young Disciples      Leslie Carpenter 

*Hymn TFWS 2092           ‘Like a Child’ 

Prayers of the People (If you would like to add a name to the church 

prayer list, please fill out a prayer card and place it in the offering plate 

later in the service) 

Sharing our Joys and Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer 

Our Lord’s Prayer:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  

    

*Hymn Hymnal 204   ‘Emmanuel, Emmanuel’ 

-Experiencing the Word of the Lord- 



*Gospel Lesson John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Prophetic Lesson Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11   

 Leader: This is the Word of God for the   

 People of God      

 All: Thanks be to God 

Sermon Celebrate by Testifying 

-Responding to the Good News- 

Giving our Gifts to God 

*Doxology        Hymnal 95 

*Prayer of Dedication: In your presence, O Lord God, 

is the fullness of joy. In service to you, O Lord God, is 

the dearest desire of our lives. In celebrating your gift 

to us, O Lord God, is our perfect delight. We give to 

you, O Lord God, filled with joy, filled with a desire 

springing up within us, filled with a delight that gives 

joy to our bones. Lord, we dedicate these gifts to your 

presence within our lives. Amen. 

*Hymn TFWS 2205  ‘The Fragrance of Christ’ 

*Prayer for our Church: Lord, may the words we speak 

be pleasing to you. May the work of our hands and the 

movements of our hearts be acceptable in your 

presence. May our mission in this community, may our 

witness in this world, may our congregation’s presence 

in your creation be a testimony to the birth of grace on 

Christmas night. Amen. 

*Benediction 



*Commissioning: We now go out to live our vision as 

we share the gospel of Jesus Christ through feeding 

people’s bodies, souls, and spirits. 

~~*~~ 

Pastor Casey will be out of the office from Wednesday, December 20th 

through Wednesday December 27th. If you need to speak with the pastor 

during this time please call him at 518-461-6673. 

 

We are a safe sanctuary. For more information please ask the pastor for 

a copy of our Safe Sanctuaries policy. 

 Readings Reader 

December 24th 

10:30am 

2 Samuel 7-11, 

16 

Luke 1:26-38 

Donna 

December 24th 

7pm 

Isaiah 61:10-

62:3 

Luke 2:22-40 

 

December 31st Isaiah 61:10-

62:3 

Luke 2:22-40 

Linda 

 

Events Calendar 

December 21st 10:30—Bible Study: What a Gift 

December 24th 7pm—Candlelit Christmas Eve 

Service 

 



First United Methodist Church in Ministry 

Voices of Praise – Our choir practices every Thursday 

afternoon at 4:30 in the church. Come join us in making a 

joyful noise to the Lord. 

Pastoral Partners – Laity visiting the hospitalized, 

homebound, and those in care facilities, sharing the love 

of Christ. If you know someone who needs a visit, please 

speak to Joyce Jaeger or Jackie Hayes. 

Powers/Maxfield Community Food Pantry – An 

ecumenical food pantry located at 69 Bay Road, Lake 

Luzerne. Open M/W/F 1-4, Tue. 6-8 pm,  

Thur. 9-noon, and Sat. 10-1. Volunteers are needed to 

staff the pantry during our designated day–Saturday 

10am-1pm. See Linda McCoy for more details. 

Holy Communion – Holy Communion is served by the 

pastor during the worship service the first Sunday of each 

month. The sacrament is also served by one of our lay 

people every Sunday after the service. 

First United Methodist Church in Prayer 

Lord God, we pray for John, Doris, Eula, Sterling, George, Marcia, Tim, 

Fred, George and Kathleen, Nate and his family, Lori, Lorraine, Clara, 

Lorraine, Max, Dil, Rayadene, Holley, Cathy, Fred & Kathleen Williams, 

Brandon, John P., Bill, Matt, Christine, John, Elizabeth, the Tooker 

family, Leslie J., and Ells, the Hughes family, and Denise, Peter F., Seth 

S., Terry F, Catherina & John S, Wessanne & her family, Catherina, Mary 

V., Ann & Paul G., Faith & her family, Ann, the Bisnette family, the 

Smead family, Ashley M., Michael, and Piper & family, the family and 

friends of Pat Parker. 

We pray this week, O Lord of Joy, that we may see the world as you see 

it. That we may see a world filled with your creations. That we may see in 

one another the child that you created. That we may see in ourselves the 



wondrous potential that you have given to us all. Lord, we thank you that 

in the these days when sunlight is fleeting we celebrate the arrival of light 

in the midst of darkness. Be in our celebrating this year. 

We pray for the leaders of our church. Lord, in this time of hecticness and 

busyness, let your love be felt in their lives. We pray for those who have 

been called into missional work, in this season let them proclaim your 

incarnation with love. We pray for servicemen and women around the 

world. In this time when they are away from home we pray that they may 

be blessed for giving of themselves for the safety of others. We pray for 

our national leaders, that they may be moved by the perfect love that was 

found not in power but in total vulnerability. We pray for ourselves, that 

we may hear your call as a fresh voice on the wind inviting us home. 

Amen. 

 


